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California and Climate Change
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Note: 
of AB-32. Managing Editor
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followed by a number of other states, particularly in the 
2

emission standards for new automobiles due to the state’s 

need for controls that were more stringent than those 

4
 In 

5

manufacturers begin selling vehicles that emit reduced 

7

of that law and developments following its enactment, 

Overview of AB 32

and regulating sources of emissions of greenhouse gases 

 

 (2) adopt a list of discrete early 

action GHG emission reduction measures that can be 
10

11
 (4) adopt a scoping plan and regulations for 

achieving the maximum technologically feasible and 

12
 and (5) adopt regulations setting GHG emission 

limits and emission reduction measures, beginning on 

January 1, 2012 and including credit for voluntary early 

economy, environment and public health, and to ensure 

that the adopted rules do not disproportionately impact 
14

 

Implementation of AB 32

reducing hydrofluorocarbon emissions from mobile 

emissions, reducing compounds with high global warming 

potential that are used in consumer products, improving 

that proper tyre pressure in vehicles is maintained, and 

15

major industrial facilities to report and verify their GHG 
17

sectors, for example, all cement plants, petroleum 

2
 annually, and electricity generating 

and cogeneration facilities emitting at least 2,500 metric 

2
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20

new motor vehicles are largely implemented through 

regulations to achieve the maximum feasible reduction of 
21

only state that is allowed to set such standards separately 

22
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overturned this decision and granted the waiver, paving 

25
 

considerations into regional transportation planning, with 

Ballot Initiative Threatens AB 32

for the November 2010 ballot that would suspend the 
27

utmost importance, we must balance such regulation with the ability 

the price of gasoline, electricity, food and water, further punishing 

create the jobs we need when faced with billions of dollars in new 

furloughs cannot afford to pay the increased prices that will be passed 

(b) While suspended, no state agency shall propose, promulgate, or 

of this measure shall be void and unenforceable until such time as 

multiple studies have shown that the economic, health 

and environmental costs of inaction on climate change 

 withstanding what the language of the initiative suggests, 

it did not grow organically from the population of 

interest in eliminating regulations on fossil fuel production 

 

Action by other US States

designed to mitigate climate change, other states have 

2008 California GHG emissions by sector
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adopted legislation directing those states to set a cap 

on emissions and adopt regulations to achieve emission 

are currently in the process of implementing legislation 

Western Climate Initiative

identify, evaluate and implement policies to address 

 Each government 

has committed to reducing regional emissions to 15 

percent below 2005 levels by 2020, and the coalition 

recently issued a roadmap to assist each jurisdiction as 

and will cover sources from multiple sectors that total 

and provinces are currently in the process of adopting 

Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative

signed a Memorandum of Understanding that included 

 

agreement in 2007, and these ten states collaborated 

dioxide emissions from power plants by 10 percent (from 

2
)

 

the proceeds from auctions of pollution allowances in 

Midwestern Greenhouse Gas Reduction Accord
In 2007, the Governors of Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, 

province of Manitoba, signed an agreement to establish 

 In May 

2010, an advisory group recommended a target of reducing 

emissions to 20 percent below 2005 levels by 2020, and 

from multiple sectors, including electricity generation, 

Hawaii
In 2007, Hawaii passed its own Global Warming 

state is currently in the process of developing a cap on 

emissions and adopting regulations to achieve emissions 

Florida

 

Conclusion

owing largely to the fact that the state was also for many 

years a leader in the production of smog and other forms 

While uniform action on the federal level would of course 

be preferable to diverse state measures, no climate change 

change legislation, despite the fact that a robust package had 

emissions in a piecemeal fashion, state and regional efforts 

are of even more importance in light of federal inaction 

a model that other states can and should adopt to mitigate 
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Australia

Climate Change Policy Evaluation
– Method and Criteria –

by Evgeny Guglyuvatyy
*

Presently, most nations acknowledge the need to curb 

growth in the number of international environmental 

1

2

reduction by industrialised countries of six greenhouse 

4
 countries in achieving their reduction targets, 

namely emissions trading, Joint Implementation (JI) and 

However, even if signatory countries met reduction 

targets, further GHG emissions reduction to stabilise the 
5

potentially might agree to at least stabilise their GHG 

emissions in the next commitment period while developed 

even if the world community could achieve agreement to 

stabilise GHG emissions further, such an international 

came into force in 2004 and the commitment period only 

although international environmental treaties are clearly 

a step in the right direction, effective national GHG 

on regulatory standards, voluntary actions, taxing emissions, 

taxing polluting products, setting up an emissions trading 

argued that economic incentive instruments provide price 

signals which can encourage consumers to use less of the 

polluting products, thus persuading producers to produce 

 

In many jurisdictions, economic incentive instruments have 

While there are many economic incentive alternatives, 

environmental taxes and emissions trading have emerged 

as the two main instruments of the economic incentive 

Many countries have implemented different forms 

of economic incentive instruments to address various 

environmental pollution problems including climate 

in turn, have been implemented in a number of countries to 

have implemented carbon and energy taxes to control 
7
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