NOAA's Southeast and Caribbean Region

Science, Service, and Stewardship

From the Carolinas to the Florida Keys and the U.S. Caribbean, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) is working with partners and stakeholders to address both national priorities
and the critical challenges that define this region.

NOAAPriorities Addressing Regional Issues

+ Ensuring Healthy Oceans
Coastal and marine habitats in the Southeast and Caribbean region are threatened by land use
changes and increased demands on water supplies. Commercially important fish stocks are
already classified as overfished, and others are subject to overfishing. NOAA is working with
local agencies, communities, and researchers to better understand habitats and ecosystem
processes (including human elements) and develop protection and management strategies that
promote ecosystem sustainability.

+ Enabling Climate Adaptation and Mitigation
Low-lying coastal areas, intense population growth, valuable fisheries, and fragile coral reef
systems are some of the characteristics that make this region particularly vulnerable to impacts
from climate change. Considerations for this region include sea level rise, coastal erosion, ocean
acidification, elevated water temperatures, changes in precipitation, drought, and more frequent
weather events such as storms and flooding. NOAA is working directly with stakeholders to meet
their needs for credible information, tools and techniques related to local- and region-specific
impacts and adaptation strategies.

+ Supporting a Weather-Ready Nation
NOAA is helping residents and businesses in this region prepare for and respond to high-impact

weather events, including hurricanes, severe thunderstorms and tornadoes, crippling snow and
ice storms, drought, and flooding. Efforts are focused on reducing the societal impacts, improv-
ing water resource management, improving transportation efficiency and safety, and working
with the public health sector to identify linkages among human health, weather, water, and
climate to improve the health of people and communities.

* Promoting ResilientCoastal Communitiesand Economies
Over 45 million people live in the Southeast and Caribbean region, with coastal counties provid-
ing almost half the economic activity. With increasing demands on resources, coastal communi-
ties must balance environmental and economic considerations. NOAA isworking with stake-
holders toincrease resilience and productivity in the region through comprehensive planning,
improved water quality and marine transportation, and reduction of impacts from hazards.



Improving Services Regionally —
NOAA’sSoutheast and Caribbean Regional Collaboration Team

Toimprove NOAA's responsiveness tochallenges and priorities of this
region, the NOAA Southeast and Caribbean Regional Team (SECART)
fosters stronger collaborative ties internally and with partners and
constituents; works with constituents to evaluate and improve NOAA
products and services; and promotes awareness and understanding of
NOAA’s regional capabilities, services, and priorities.

For FY19-22, SECART hasidentified three priority areas: 1) Improve efficiency and effectiveness of NOAA’s
mission execution through enhanced collaboration across NOAA Line Offices and with partners; 2)
Improve economic, environmental, and social resilience of communities to weather, water, and climate
impacts; and 3) Promote the sustainability of the region’s living marine resources and habitats as key
contributors to the nation’s economy.

Examples of SECART FY19 Activities

® SECART will continue its successful Resilience Webinar Series to educate key partnersand
constituents about improvements in NOAA forecast products such as hurricane and storm
surge forecasts and graphics, seasonal climate outlook, and other phenomenon that may affect
the region. Over the past two years, the reach of this project has grown by increasing the scope
of the webinars and including Spanish language versions.

e Mapping of coastal and offshore bottom resources isconducted by multiple offices within
NOAA, other Federal agencies, state agencies, and private and non-profit entities, often with
different objectives (e.g., navigation, fisheries habitat, sand resources, etc.). NOAA will
improve the efficiency of these mapping activities by enhancing awareness and coordination
of the various activities, improving tools for sharing data, and prioritizing target areas to meet
management objectives.

e The Southeast and Caribbean Region has endured significant impacts from storms and
flooding over the past several years. Effective identification of NOAA roles, assets, and
expertise will build awareness, initiate partnerships, and support emergency response and
disaster recovery and preparedness efforts, both within NOAA, and between NOAA and the
other federal and state agenciesleading emergencyresponse decisions and actions. In FY19,
NOAA will host Incident Command System training, organize the third NOAA Disaster
Resilience workshop, and further develop a guide to NOAA assets and capabilities within the
region.

e Ecosystem StatusReports (ESRs) seek to support ecosystem-based management by providing a
regional snapshot of the health of the integrated ecosystem in a format useful to the
management community. NOAA Fisheries staff at the Beaufort (NC) Laboratory are developing
a report for watersof the southeast United States. In FY19, we will focus on facilitating the
regional rollout of theinitial ESR product, to help maximize its effectiveness.

Tolearn more about SECART and other NOAA activities, products, services, partnerships, and assets in
the Southeast and Caribbean region, contact the Southeast and Caribbean regional coordinator,
Geno Olmi, Geno.Olmi@noaa.gov, or the team lead, Ginny Fay, Virgnia.Fay@noaa.gov.
http://www.regions.noaa.gov/secar/
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