
www.baltadapt.eu

3rd Baltadapt Policy Forum, Tallinn, 29th-30th May 2013  - Sebastian Ebert / UBA

Outlook on the new
Baltic Sea Region sub-section

in Climate-ADAPT



www.baltadapt.eu

The new
Baltic Sea Region sub-section

in Climate-ADAPT

- Idea -

3rd Baltadapt Policy Forum, Tallinn, 29th-30th May 2013  - Sebastian Ebert / UBA



www.baltadapt.eu

Objective
• A one-stop-shop information portal providing all available 

information on climate change adaptation in the BSR
• The Baltic Sea Region (BSR)
• Policy Framework
• Impacts & Vulnerabilities
• Adaptation Actions

• The hub for decision-makers from the BSR, from the 
transnational to the local level

• An important platform for disseminating results, 
recommendations and actions derived from Baltadapt and 
further initiatives

How to create such a “Baltic Window”?
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Advantages
• Win-Win for Baltadapt and Climate-ADAPT

• Strengthening of Climate-
ADAPT as the EU’s 
adaptation portal

• Strengthening of all sections 
through additional input

• Advance the transnational 
regions section

• Structured and in-depth 
presentation of climate change 
& adaptation in the BSR

• All information accessible in 
one place 

• One known, central platform 
• Additional information and 

country profiles can be directly 
accessed 
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The Baltic Sea Region
The Baltic Sea Region (BSR) comprises eight EU Member States (Sweden, Denmark, Finland, 
Estonia, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland) and the neighbouring countries Norway, Belarus 
and the north-west regions of Russia. The region counts more than 100 million inhabitants,) and 
more than 8000 kilometres of coastline. 
The countries around the Baltic Sea share many different ties of cooperation such as tourism, 
trade and coastline management. […] 

Geography of the Baltic Sea
[…]

Current threats to the environment of the Baltic Sea Region
[…]

Adaptation in the BSR
Following Baltic integrative processes a strong regionalism has emerged in the BSR, leading to 
a variety of activities regarding local and regional climate change adaptation activities. The EU 
Commission developed the first macro-regional strategy in Europe: the EU Strategy for the 
Baltic Sea Region [internal LINK: EUSBSR]. One of the EUSBSR main actions is climate 
change adaptation. It calls for a Baltic Sea Region-wide climate change adaptation strategy. 
The Baltadapt project was commissioned to develop this adaptation strategy focussing on the 
marine and coastal environment. The Adaptation Strategy addresses climate change adaptation 
in an integrative manner for the entire region. Furthermore the project prepared the political 
acceptance and adoption of the strategy by bringing together political decision makers and 
involving them in its elaboration. Within the Baltadapt project also this transnational region’s 
sub-section ‘Baltic Sea Region’ has been developed. It functions as a one-stop-shop information 
portal compiling all available information on climate change in the Baltic Sea Region and shall 
be the hub for decision-makers from the Baltic Sea Region.
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Baltic Sea Region (BSR) Programme 2007-2013
Regional development in the Baltic Sea Region (BSR) through transnational 
cooperation is promoted by the Baltic Sea Region Programme (alias INTERREG IV B 
programme for the Baltic Sea region). […]

EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region
The European Union Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR) unites the 
countries, regions, pan-Baltic organisations, financing institutions and non-
governmental bodies of the BSR in the first macro-regional strategy in Europe. The 
strategy aims at promoting cooperation, bringing together initiatives and 
strengthening macro-regional projects. 
[…]
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BSR Adaptation Strategy and Action Plan
[…]
The Strategy determines macro-regional goals for climate adaptation in the BSR. These goals are defined from the perspective of a 
desirable future situation for the region. A set of possible courses of actions that are needed in order to ensure that the goals are 
reached is embodied in the Strategy. The Strategy builds on sharing a macro-regional knowledge base, mainstreaming adaptation 
in BSR relevant policies, acknowledging adaptation in existing cooperation and macro-regional cooperation in order to ensure 
funding of adaptation measures. Based on these overriding goals, four sectors with major benefits for a macro-regional strategy 
were identified: tourism, fisheries and agriculture, infrastructure and biodiversity. 
[…]

Organisations
Transnational organisations are part of the climate change adaptation process in the BSR. They have participated in the 
consultation process of the BSR adaptation strategy and are important platforms for the implementation of the BSR adaptation 
strategy and action plan. The BSR Adaptation Strategy and Action Plan are updated regularly in dialogue with actors such as the 
Council of the Baltic Sea States (CBSS) and the Helsinki Commission (HELCOM). 
All organisations contribute differently to adaptation in the BSR, but all integrate adaptation to climate change in their work and 
networks.. […]



The Baltic Sea Region (BSR) with its huge geographical extent covers two climatic 
zones: while in the north and northeast a humid, sub-polar climate predominates, the 
south and southwest have an oceanic, temperate climate. All the sub-basins of the Baltic 
Sea have specific climate conditions. The internal differences in BSR are enforced by the 
region’s geography and land-sea contrasts which lead to strong seasonality in the 
climate. Finally, the climate variety is increased by climate change. Global climate models 
project the warming of the BSR to be 50% higher than the global mean warming. The 
region’s high vulnerability to climate change can be best demonstrated considering four 
sectors: tourism, biodiversity, food production, and infrastructure.

Read more
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Adaptation actions aim to adjust natural or human systems in response to actual or 
expected climatic stimuli or their effects. They normally address a specific climate 
impact and/or adaptation sector. Adaptation actions in the Baltic Sea Region (BSR) 
seek to take opportunities of possibilities and meet challenges related to climate 
change in the BSR. They rest on transnational cooperation and the exchange of 
experiences, information and knowledge. 
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Tools Case studies Publications & reports

BalticClimate Toolkit

Coastal-SAF

CoastLearn

Decision Support System 

(DSS)

OURCOAST ICZM

Noradapt

Lessons from Coastby

JULIA 2030 

Towards Climate Change Adaptation 

Strategies in the Baltic Sea Region

Strategy for North Europe

Action Plan for adapting the BSR to 

Climate Change

Integrating the Common Fisheries 

Policy and the Marine Strategy for the 

Baltic
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Geographical characterizationGeographical characterization

Transnational regions

…
Baltic Sea Region
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New database items

• New items for the Climate-ADAPT database
– projects
– publications and reports
– tools
– Other items: case studies, organisations, guidance

Sent to the EEA for verification
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If you have questions or ideas feel free to 
contact:

Sebastian Ebert
sebastian.ebert@uba.de
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