
The Republic of the Congo is an equatorial country situated 
along the north bank of the Congo River. Bordered by Gabon, 
Cameroon, the Central African Republic and the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, the country has an area of 342,000 km2, 
of which approximately 65% is covered by forests. The Republic 
of Congo’s climate is tropical and is characterised by two 
main seasons – a wet season from March to June, and a drier 
season between July and February. On average, the country 
receives 1,300 mm to 1,800 mm of rain, with higher rainfall 
occurring in the mountainous regions and high plateaus of 
the country. The country’s economy is dominated by two main 
export sectors – petroleum (which accounts for the majority 
of GDP) and forestry. Yet, despite high export earnings, 46% 
of the population lives below the poverty line. As such, a large 
number of people are vulnerable to climate variability, which 
the Government expects to impact the water, agricultural 
(including food security), forest and health sectors the hardest.

The country is in the process of establishing its National 
Committee on Climate Change. Although rates of deforestation 
in the Republic of the Congo are relatively low (approximately 
0.1%), one of the main environmental priorities is to strengthen 
the management of the country’s forest reserves. According to 
the Minister of Tourism and Environment, a number of activities 
are being developed along these lines, including the enhanced 
protection of 11% of the country’s forests, the development of 
a National Afforestation Programme and the implementation 
of a national REDD+ scheme.

Projects and Actions
Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and 
Trade (FLEGT)
Supporting governance and institutional 
reform in Central Africa

From 2006 to 2009, the European Union undertook a EUR 
1.7 million project to support FLEGT activities in Cameroon, 
the Central African Republic, the Republic of the Congo, the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo and Gabon. The main goal of 
the project was to improve forestry governance in Central Africa 
through capacity building and institutional reform. The project 
targeted improvements in the monitoring of illegal logging, 
efforts to strengthen civil society’s role in forestry advocacy, 
legal reform in the forestry sector and improvements in the 
transparency of private sector logging firms.

National Strategies and Reports
• Second National Communication to the UNFCCC (2009)

Republic of the Congo

Population:

4.6 million
GDP per capita:

USD 4,600
Annual carbon dioxide 
emissions:

2.0 Mt
Carbon dioxide emissions 
per capita:

502 kg
UNFCCC groups:

G77
Last NatComm:

2009
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Rwanda is a mountainous, landlocked country with the 
second highest population density in Africa. The country has a 
temperate, tropical climate and experiences high annual rainfall, 
although rainfall levels appear to have dropped significantly 
since the 1960s. Over 80% of Rwanda’s population lives in 
rural areas and agriculture accounts for 90% of the country’s 
labour force. Rwanda’s main environmental vulnerabilities are 
the over exploitation of productive lands and high rates of soil 
erosion, which have been exacerbated by the country’s high 
population density. In addition, deforestation has become a 
significant issue driven, in part, by the demand for combustible 
woodfuel and vegetable mass which, in 2007, made up 94% 
of the country’s energy needs.

In response to these trends, Rwanda launched its National 
Strategy on Climate Change and Low Carbon Development 
in 2011, which aims to promote green growth and climate 
resilience. The Strategy’s main pillars are energy security, 
sustainable land-use and water management, preservation of 
biodiversity and ecosystem services, and social protection. It 
was launched at COP 17 in Durban, and complements Rwanda’s 
2007 National Adaptation Programme of Action in several 
sectors – including water management, irrigation and disaster 
risk reduction.

Projects and Actions
Implementing the Strategic Road Map for 
Land Tenure Reform 
Sector budget support for environment and 
natural resources 

From 2010 to 2012, the Global Climate Change Alliance has 
funded a EUR 4.55 million programme in Rwanda to help the 
country implement its Strategic Road Map for Land Tenure 
Reform. The Road Map is a key pillar of Rwanda’s national 
‘Vision 2020’ development strategy, which aims to promote 
land rights for farmers, giving them the security they need to 
make investments in soil conservation and irrigation, thereby 
reducing economic and environmental vulnerability. The project 
led to the registration of 10.3 million land parcels and the 
issuing of 3.9 million land titles by the end of December 2012.

Supporting Rwanda’s KivuWatt project
Promoting geothermal energy generation

An important goal of Rwanda’s National Strategy on Climate 
Change and Low Carbon Development Strategy is tapping 
geothermal energy through the conversion of methane reserves 
(located under Lake Kivu) to electricity. The Dutch Development 
Bank has joined other financial institutions in funding the first 
25 MW geothermal power plant, bringing future benefits to 
Rwanda in terms of energy security, job creation and disaster 
risk reduction.

National Strategies and Reports
• Second National Communication to UNFCCC (2012)
• National Strategy for Climate Change and Low Carbon 

Development (2011)
• National Adaptation Programme of Action (2007)

Rwanda

Population:

12 million
GDP per capita:

USD 1,400
Annual carbon dioxide 
emissions:

0.59 Mt
Carbon dioxide emissions 
per capita:

56 kg
UNFCCC groups:

G77, LDC Group
Last NatComm:

2012
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Sao Tome and Principe is an archipelago with a tropical climate, 
taking its name from its two largest islands. A rise in mean 
temperatures, coastal erosion and variability in rainfall are 
the most obvious manifestations of climate change. Rainfall 
variability in particular has caused delays to the start of the 
farming season, resulting in irregular crop yields, food insecurity 
and food price volatility. In this a context, Sao Tome and Principe 
is vulnerable to a number of other environmental concerns. 
These include the use of low-resilience annual crops with a 
low potential to protect soils, to the detriment of agroforestry 
systems; the weakening of agroforestry systems resulting 
from a decline in irrigation and tree cover; forest degradation 
as a result of the overexploitation of timber and woodfuel; 
and higher risks of wild fires and the conversion of forests 
to savannah. 

Sao Tome and Principe’s National Adaptation Programme of 
Action outlines six priority areas for action – infrastructure, 
agro-livestock and forest, health, water and energy, fishing and 
public safety – with projects being defined for each priority area. 
The Second National Communication to the UNFCCC recommits 
to these goals, focusing on reforestation, water management, 
capacity building in fishing communities and the introduction 
of early warning systems for natural disasters.

Projects and Actions
Reducing climate vulnerability in Sao Tome 
and Principe
Adaptation with a focus on poverty reduction 
and food scarcity

The Global Climate Change Alliance has provided EUR 3 million 
to contribute to the consolidation of development efforts by Sao 
Tome and Principe, with a specific focus on poverty reduction 
and food security. The main objective of the project, which 
will run from 2014 to 2018, will be to engage Sao Tome and 
Principe in an effective and sustainable process of adaptation 
to climate variability and change. Two field projects, one in 
each of the targeted districts, will be selected on the basis of 
a call for proposals and implemented. Eligible activities relate 
to agriculture, water and forest management. Projects can 
focus on the rehabilitation of irrigation networks, anti-erosion 
infrastructure development, agroforestry, fire prevention, 
pest management, reforestation and improvements in social 
organisation. Projects will support the development of new 
agricultural and sustainable natural resource management 
practices that reduce sensitivity to annual variations in weather 
and reduce the propensity to over exploit natural resources 
in years of poor harvests. They will be subject to monitoring 
with a view to learning lessons and identifying good practices. 

The organisational framework of national institutions to 
respond to climate change will be strengthened for a proactive, 
transparent and coordinated management of climate related 
issues. This will firstly take place through support for the 
organisation and management of the National Climate Change 
Committee that will provide overall coordination. Secondly, by 
facilitating the creation of an enabling environment for the 
replication of successful pilot activities. 

National Strategies and Reports
• Second National Communication to the UNFCCC (2012)
• National Adaptation Programme of Action (2006)

Sao Tome and Principe

Population:

187,000
GDP per capita:

USD 2,100
Annual carbon dioxide 
emissions:

0.1 Mt
Carbon dioxide emissions 
per capita:

599 kg
UNFCCC groups:

G77, LDC Group, 
AOSIS
Last NatComm:

2012
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Located on the Atlantic coast, Senegal is the westernmost 
country on the African mainland. It has a tropical climate with 
dry and humid seasons, which are caused by the northeast 
harmattan winter wind and the moist southwest summer 
wind, respectively. Senegal’s 700 km long coastline has begun 
to suffer from the impacts of sea level rise including coastal 
erosion, saltwater intrusion, salinisation of freshwater resources, 
reduced fishing stocks and damage to key infrastructure. In 
the worst-affected areas, the coastline is retreating at an 
average rate of two metres per year. Although the drivers 
of this phenomenon are partly human (beach sand mining, 
coastal development), combined with natural problems (for 
example, fragile coastal soils), their effects will be exacerbated 
by climate change. In fact, climate change is already beginning 
to be felt in Senegal. Increasing temperatures and variable 
rainfall patterns have resulted in high levels of vulnerability 
– particularly for Senegal’s poorest communities. As a result, 
Senegal has experienced mass migration to the cities from rural 
areas. This has created new problems related to sanitation, 
land use, safety and urban unemployment. 

In its Second National Communication to the UNFCCC, the 
Government of Senegal identified agriculture, the coastal zone, 
health and the fishing industry as the sectors and areas most 
vulnerable to climate change. Through the National Adaptation 
Programme of Action (NAPA) process, Senegal has outlined 
adaptation actions focusing on these key areas, and protecting 
and improving fresh water resources. The NAPA is designed to 
work alongside, and to complement, other national strategies 
such as the Poverty Reduction Strategy (2013-17). At the same 
time as the country prioritises adaptation, Senegal is also 
implementing a mitigation programme targeting the energy 
and forestry sectors. Priority investments for mitigation will 
include solar energy, hydro power, improved cook stoves and 
reforestation.

Projects and Actions
Integrated management of coastal areas 
In-depth assessments and concrete measures 
for responding to climate change

The Global Climate Change Alliance has provided EUR 4 million 
to develop an Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) 
plan in Senegal to effectively address coastal erosion and 
to develop effective coastal protection measures. The plan 
involves developing a tool based on a geographic information 
system to support coastal zone monitoring, planning and early 
warning; and strengthening Senegal’s institutional and legal 
framework in support of the implementation of an ICZM plan. 

Access to electricity services for small 
communities
Distribution network extension and promotion 
of photovoltaics

The EUR 4 million EU Energy Facility project aims to increase 
affordable and sustainable energy access for the population 
of the rural area of Sédhiou, one of the poorest regions of 
Senegal. It focuses on providing renewable energy solutions, in 
the form of photovoltaic plants and mini individual photovoltaic 
systems, in addition to energy efficiency measures on the supply 
(production equipment) and demand (consumer equipment) 
sides. The project uses a payment for electricity services 
model that has been successfully piloted in a number of other 
countries, including Guinea-Bissau.

National Strategies and Reports
• Second National Communication to the UNFCCC (2010)
• National Adaptation Programme of Action (2006)

Senegal

Population:

13.3 million
GDP per capita:

USD 2,000
Annual carbon dioxide 
emissions:

7.1 Mt
Carbon dioxide emissions 
per capita:

568 kg
UNFCCC groups:

G77, LDC Group
Last NatComm:

2010
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The Seychelles consists of an archipelago of over 100 granitic 
and coralline islands. There is a wide geographic spread with 
some being over 1,000 km from Mahé, the largest island, which 
covers approximately 150 km2. The vast majority of Seychelles’ 
infrastructure is located on the narrow coastal plains on the 
three main islands and is very much threatened by climate 
related changes, such as rising sea levels.

Sea-level rise may cause increased flooding and erosion, 
and more frequent tropical storms and cyclone intensity are 
predicted. Furthermore, rising sea-surface temperatures and 
changes in ocean chemistry threaten to damage coral reef 
systems, which are a natural protective barrier for the coastal 
areas where 90% of the population lives. These are also a major 
tourist attraction, and an essential foundation for the islands’ 
fisheries and the conservation of biodiversity. The economy and 
population are also expected to be affected by water shortages 
resulting from dryer south-east monsoons and a higher risk of 
climate-sensitive diseases during wetter north-west monsoons. 
In 2009, the Seychelles launched its National Climate Change 
Committee which had five strategic directives. These were to:

• Advance the nation’s understanding of climate change
• Put in place measures to adapt, build resilience and 

minimise vulnerability to climate change
• Achieve sustainable energy security through reduction of 

greenhouse gas emissions
• Mainstream climate change considerations into national 

policies, strategies and plans
• Build capacity and social empowerment at all levels to 

adequately respond to climate change.

Projects and Actions
GCCA climate change support programme in 
the Seychelles
Enhancing the sustainability of economic 
reforms 

The EUR 2 million of GCCA funding is to support sustainable 
development policies and the implementation of the priority 
areas of the Seychelles’ National Climate Change Strategy 
(SNCCS). The project aims to minimise the impacts of climate 
change through concerted and proactive action at all levels 
of society, in a coordinated effort with other donors. SNCCS 
priorities include increasing national knowledge of climate 
change impacts and risks, and putting in place measures to 
adapt to those risks and impacts. Climate change considerations 
are to be mainstreamed into national policies, strategies and 
plans. The SNCCS also aims to achieve sustainable energy 
security and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Key achievements to date include:

• Adopting the National Climate Change Strategy in December 
2009

• Setting up the National Climate Change Committee as an 
operational steering and monitoring body

• Implementing the climate change strategy through priority 
actions (such as strengthening meteorological and disaster 
management services)

• Updating national aerial/geographic information system 
(GIS) coverage

• Carrying out coastal erosion projects and education 
initiatives.

National Strategies and Reports
• Second National Communication to the UNFCCC (2013)
• The Seychelles National Climate Change Strategy (2009)

Seychelles

Population:

0.9 million
GDP per capita:

USD 25,000
Annual carbon dioxide 
emissions:

0.7 Mt
Carbon dioxide emissions 
per capita:

8,137 kg
UNFCCC groups:

G77, AOSIS
Last NatComm:

2013
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Sierra Leone is a tropical country marked by distinct wet and dry 
seasons, caused by tropical monsoons. It receives approximately 
3,000 mm of mean annual rainfall, which provides a fertile 
ground for agricultural production. Agriculture provides 
employment for over three-quarters of Sierra Leone’s population 
and contributes to approximately one-third of national GDP. The 
Government has identified flooding, landslides, storms, shifting 
rainfall and drought as climate vulnerabilities.

Sierra Leone is in the process of drafting its national climate 
change policy. However, it has already taken important steps 
to address climate change (for example, the development 
of a National Adaptation Programme of Action strategy in 
2007 and the establishment of the National Climate Change 
Coordinating Committee in 2011). Furthermore, the country’s 
Head of Delegation to COP 19 in Warsaw, outlined that a “shift 
to renewable energy is seriously gaining prominence in Sierra 
Leone”. This was demonstrated by the installation of solar 
street lights, the launch of the second phase of the Bumbuna 
Hydro Project and the implementation of the ADAX bio-energy 
Clean Development Mechanism project.

Projects and Actions
REDD+ capacity building
Forest governance

As a country reliant on natural resources and agriculture, Sierra 
Leone is highly vulnerable to environmental variability as a 
result of climate change. In 2012, the Global Climate Change 
Alliance launched a EUR 5 million programme to promote 
sound forest governance in Sierra Leone. The objective of the 
project is to establish the basic conditions for developing the 
institutional, technical and social experience and capacities 
necessary for sound forest governance. To benefit from the 
REDD+ mechanism, Sierra Leone has to become ‘REDD ready’, 
which entails generating basic data on forest resources and 
the dynamics behind deforestation, strengthening institutions, 
adapting the policy and regulatory framework, and establishing 
stakeholder mechanisms. The project will strengthen the 
Forestry Division to prepare the country for REDD+ mechanisms 
and promote low-carbon initiatives.

Rural Energy Activating Livelihoods (REAL) 
Solar systems

A small percentage of Sierra Leone’s rural population has reliable 
access to electricity. The European Union is implementing a EUR 
1.6 million project to promote solar systems and enterprises in 
rural areas, which will reduce people’s reliance on woodfuel and 
kerosene. The project will generate positive outcomes for forest 
ecosystems and human health. The project is implemented in 
four areas – Kailahun District, Kono District, Kenema District 
and Pujehun District – and runs from 2011 to 2014. The 
implementing organisation is the Environmental Foundation 
for Africa Sierra Leone. 

National Strategies and Reports
• Second National Communication to the UNFCCC (2013)
• National Adaptation Programme of Action (2007)

Sierra Leone

Population:

5.6 million
GDP per capita:

USD 1,300
Annual carbon dioxide 
emissions:

0.69 Mt
Carbon dioxide emissions 
per capita:

117 kg
UNFCCC groups:

G77, LDC Group
Last NatComm:

2012
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Somalia covers an area of approximately 638,000 km2. Its 
economy is based on pastoral and agro-pastoral production, 
and fees from the Somali diaspora. The climate is arid to 
semi-arid, with Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) trends showing higher temperature extremes across 
the region over the last 50 years. The most recent global 
projections show that Somalia is expected to experience a 
steady future increase in temperature, which is predicted to 
rise by 3.2°C by 2080. The amount of rain that falls across 
Somalia varies dramatically from year to year, with droughts 
that persist for several years, and occasional erratic periods 
of intense downpours and flooding. Climate models for rainfall 
in the East Africa region show an expected gradual increase in 
rainfall anomalies over Somalia, under best- and worst-case 
IPCC emissions scenarios.

In Somalia, poverty and unemployment are widespread in 
urban and rural areas. The inadequate provision of road 
infrastructure and energy supply services in the country is 
a major hindrance to economic development and poverty 
reduction, with the majority of the population unable to access 
a reliable electricity source. They are also seen as barriers to 
facilitating humanitarian assistance. Somalia completed its 
National Adaptation Programme of Action in 2013, which drew 
on the experience of several stakeholders to settle on three 
main areas of activity. Projects identified in the NAPA aim to 
focus on the sustainable use of land and water resources, and 
disaster management.

Projects and Actions
Infrastructure and energy for economic 
development
Sustainable growth through natural resources 
management

The EUR 33 million project, funded by the EU via the 10th 
European Development Fund, has two main aims. First, the 
project will enhance access to sustainable and affordable 
cooking fuels by scaling up viable alternatives to charcoal, 
based on results from the Millennium Development Goal 
Initiative in Somalia’s autonomous region of Puntland. Second, 
the project will improve electricity access through support of the 
installation and integration of pilot renewable energy systems 
into existing urban electricity grids. This will happen in two 
regions, Somaliland and Puntland, and includes the improvement 
of policy, legal, regulatory and institutional frameworks. In 
addition to capacity building for sector participants, support 
for public-private partnerships and the identification of barriers 
to tariff reduction in grid-based electricity will be identified. 

Throughout the lifespan of the project, over 5,000 households 
or small enterprises (25,000 people) will gain access to 
grid electricity partially generated from renewable sources. 
Furthermore, some 100,000 households (0.5 million people) 
will benefit from improved cooking stoves and alternatives to 
charcoal fuel. Finally, over 50 cottage industries will be able 
to access electricity and other forms of energy, bringing the 
prospect of employment and improved livelihoods.

The call for proposals for this project began in 2014, and the 
project will last for 6 years.

National Strategies and Reports
• National Adaptation Programme of Action (2013)

Somalia

Population:

10.3 million
GDP per capita:

USD 600
Annual carbon dioxide 
emissions:

0.6 Mt
Carbon dioxide emissions 
per capita:

65 kg
UNFCCC groups:

G77, LDC Group
Last NatComm:

N/A
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South Africa covers a vast surface area, ranging from the 
arid Namib Desert in the northwest to a subtropical and 
mountainous landscape in the east. Throughout the country, 
rainfall is variable, with cycles of droughts and sudden excessive 
rainfall causing water stress in many communities. The water 
sector is one of the most vulnerable sectors in the country, 
particularly for South Africa’s poor who particularly lack the 
resources to adapt to water scarcity and already suffer from 
low access to safe drinking water. Despite its highly diversified 
and industrialised economy, 15% of South African households 
still do not have access to electricity. 

In 2011, South Africa launched the country’s flagship National 
Climate Change Response White Paper, committing the country 
to a low-carbon and climate resilient future. Under this policy 
framework, South Africa is prioritising a number of mitigation 
activities including energy efficiency, renewable energy and 
transport-related interventions. South Africa is also considering 
implementing a carbon tax. On adaptation and resilience, the 
white paper emphasises the importance of early warning and 
forecasting for disaster risk reduction. The water sector is a 
key focus, with the National Water Resource Strategy aiming to 
balance the allocation of water resources among major users 
in agriculture and industry on the one hand, and to provide 
fair access to water for poor communities on the other. South 
Africa is the only African country that has pledged to reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions under the Copenhagen Accord, having 
committed to reduce emissions by 42% by 2025 compared 
with a business-as-usual scenario, but subject to financial and 
technological support.

Projects and Actions
Basic Energy Climate Change Adaptation 
Programme (BECCAP)
Improved access to energy

Between 2008 and 2011, the German government funded the 
BECCAP with a EUR 1.6 million grant. The Programme aimed 
to secure and improve the supply of energy to low-income 
households and small businesses through the development 
and dissemination of energy efficient technologies. As such, it 
contributed to improvements in energy access and greenhouse 
gas emissions reductions.

Support for Clean Development Mechanism 
Projects
Kyoto flexible mechanisms 

Landfilling of waste accounts for 4% of South Africa’s 
greenhouse gas emissions. To address this, the French Agency 
for Development (AFD) provided a EUR 6 million loan to the 
municipality of Ethekwini (Durban) to finance the collection 
of methane produced by the fermentation of waste in three 
landfills used for household refuse (Mariannhill, Bisasar Road, 
La Mercy) to generate electricity. This was the first project 
eligible for the Clean Development Mechanism in the framework 
of the Kyoto Protocol in South Africa.

Infrastructure Investment Programme for 
South Africa (IIPSA)
Improved low-carbon and climate-resilient 
infrastructure 

A lack of adequate infrastructure has been identified by the 
South African Government as one of the key constraints 
to faster economic growth and social inclusion. IIPSA is a 
EUR 100 million initiative based on blending European Union 
grants with loans from the development finance institutions 
in support of infrastructure projects. Energy, transport, water 
and waste are among the focal sectors of IIPSA. Overall, IIPSA 
seeks to promote essential infrastructure investments while 
promoting sustainable growth and action on climate change.

National Strategies and Reports
• National Climate Change Response White Paper (2011)
• Second National Communication to the UNFCCC (2011)

South Africa

Population:

48.6 million
GDP per capita:

USD 11,300
Annual carbon dioxide 
emissions:

460 Mt
Carbon dioxide emissions 
per capita:

9,178 kg
UNFCCC groups:

G77
Last NatComm:

2011
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On 9 July 2011, South Sudan became independent from Sudan, 
ending decades of conflict. As the world’s newest country, 
South Sudan faces many development challenges. The country 
is landlocked and Government revenues rely on oil exports, 
which must be piped through Sudan to reach the Red Sea. The 
Government of South Sudan aims to diversify the economy 
by increasing agricultural production, which thrives in the 
tropical climate and provides subsistence for the majority of 
the country’s population.

Climate change has been identified as one of the most important 
threats to the development of South Sudan. Expected impacts 
include increased water scarcity, accelerated desertification 
and soil erosion, loss of agricultural productivity, damage 
by droughts and floods, and health risks. These changes are 
already impacting livelihoods in South Sudan. In recent years, 
planting crops has been delayed by one or two months due 
to late rains. In addition, yields have been affected by rainfall 
variability in the middle of the growing season.

Having only recently gained independence, South Sudan is 
listed as an Observer State at the UNFCCC. South Sudan joined 
the Global Environment Facility (GEF) and has already begun 
enabling activities to qualify for GEF funding – including the 
launch of the National Adaptation Programme of Action (NAPA) 
process in early 2013. Many of the adaptation activities that 
were specified by the Sudanese NAPA in 2007 might also be 
relevant for South Sudan. These include afforestation, early 
warning systems for droughts, introduction of drought-resistant 
seed varieties, replacement of goat herds with sheep herds, 
new irrigation and traditional water conservation techniques, 
and improved water infrastructure. 

Projects and Actions
Capacity building for the agricultural sector
EU support to the implementation of the 
South Sudan Development Plan

The EU has allocated EUR 200 million to support the 
implementation of the South Sudan Development Plan (2011-
2013). The European Union is focusing its assistance on the 
agricultural sector to boost food security in South Sudan. 
The programme supports the development of information-
based decision-making and training programmes to improve 
institutional capacity, and will also support smallholder farmers 
through the introduction of new agriculture techniques. Some 
EUR 80 million of the EU package will be allocated to improving 
rural infrastructure, improving productivity by providing 
easier access to services and land, and strengthening water 
management for sustainable use.

Practical knowledge on food and animal 
husbandry
Helping small scale farmers 

The Government of Slovakia is supporting smallholder farmers 
in South Sudan and Kenya to increase food security and improve 
livelihoods. Between 2013 and 2015, the EUR 0.38 million grant 
will assist farmers through knowledge transfer on agricultural 
practices and animal husbandry. Farmers near the city of 
Wau are also being given new equipment, and additional 
communities will be targeted to reduce deforestation rates 
through awareness raising and tree planting initiatives.

National Strategies and Reports
• Environmental Impacts Risks And Opportunities Assessment 

(2011)

South Sudan

Population:

11.1 million
GDP per capita:

USD 1,100
Annual carbon dioxide 
emissions:

N/A
Carbon dioxide emissions 
per capita:

N/A
UNFCCC groups:

LDC Group
Last NatComm:

N/A
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Sudan is the third largest country in Africa. It lies on the coast of 
the Red Sea and encloses a large section of the Nile Valley. Most 
of Sudan is covered in desert and the climate is predominantly 
hot and arid, with a thin tropical belt in the extreme south. 
Agriculture dominates the economy, employing the majority 
of the working-age population. In 2013, Sudan witnessed 
extreme flooding which destroyed settlements and farmland, 
and displaced thousands of people. Drought has also become 
more frequent and more severe in recent years, exacerbating 
problems such as food and water scarcity, and leading to 
conflict over natural resources.

The impacts of climate change threaten to undermine national 
efforts to address poverty and development in Sudan. At COP 
19 in Warsaw, Sudan’s statement said that climate change 
adaptation was a national priority for the Government. Sudan 
confirmed it had established the necessary institutions to 
address climate change and is mainstreaming adaptation into 
development planning. The country will promote sustainable 
development and resilience in the agriculture, water and public 
health sectors, which were all identified during the National 
Adaptation Programme of Action consultation process as being 
the highest priority sectors for adaptation interventions. Sudan 
is also committed to reducing its greenhouse gas emissions by 
targeting energy production and consumption, deforestation 
and land-use. For example, the Government aims to replace 
the country’s existing energy infrastructure with alternative, 
clean energy sources such as solar and hydropower.

Projects and Actions
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
programme in Sudan
Supporting adaptation after emergency relief

Since 2003, the UK Government has supported WASH 
programmes in Sudan’s Darfur region following mass 
displacement linked to the ongoing Government conflict 
with rebel groups. The UK’s Department for International 
Development (DFID) has been the largest contributor to the 
United Nations Common Humanitarian Fund (UN-CHF) active 
in Sudan, giving GBP 36 million in WASH support.

The Wadi El Ku Catchment Management 
Project
For livelihoods, development and sustainable 
peace

The European Union is funding the EUR 7 million Wadi Al Ku 
Catchment Management Project for sustainable management 
of water land and natural resources. This is led by UNEP in 
cooperation with authorities, national non-governmental 
organisations and community-based organisations. The project, 
which will assist in the recovery and adaptation of livelihoods 
and food security of rural communities in the Wadi El Ku of 
North Darfur, focuses on those living in the vicinity of the state 
capital, El Fasher. The capital has a large and growing resident 
population, and three major camps for internally displaced 
peoples. It aims to redress, in part, years of environmental 
degradation caused by climate change, population growth, 
urbanisation and conflict. Measures taken include water 
management, erosion and flood control, forestry, agro-forestry 
and agricultural and livelihoods adaptation. 

National Strategies and Reports
• Second National Communication to the UNFCCC (2013)
• National Adaptation Programme of Action (2007)

Sudan

Population:

34.9 million
GDP per capita:

USD 2,500
Annual carbon dioxide 
emissions:

14 Mt
Carbon dioxide emissions 
per capita:

325 kg
UNFCCC groups:

G77, LDC Group
Last NatComm:

2013
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Swaziland’s climate is subtropical with dry winters (April 
to September) and hot, wet summers (October to March), 
during which about 75% of annual rainfall occurs. Analysis of 
temperatures showed a significant increase in annual mean 
temperature of 3°C between 1961-2000. As a result of such 
concentrated rainfall and rising temperatures, one of the 
greatest challenges Swaziland faces is security of food supply. 

While an overarching climate change policy strategy is yet to 
be completed, the responsibility for coordination of climate 
change actions falls to the Swaziland Meteorological Services 
division under the Ministry of Tourism and Environmental 
Affairs. In 2010, the Ministry established the National 
Climate Change Committee (NCCC), which comprises various 
government ministries. The NCCC aims to build on previous 
policies that encompassed climate change considerations such 
as the draft National Energy Policy Implementation Strategy, 
Comprehensive Agriculture Sector Policy and draft National 
Biodiversity Conservation and Management Policy. Despite 
the fact that Swaziland lacks a single and integrated climate 
change policy, Prime Minister Dlamini reaffirmed at COP 18 
in Doha that Swaziland is committed to achieving the goals 
of the UNFCCC. He emphasised that climate finance will need 
to play an important role as Swaziland lacks the resources to 
support the goals of the Convention by itself.

Projects and Actions
Support to water and sanitation in Swaziland 
An integrated approach to water management   

The European Union has provided EUR 12 million for the project 
which is being implemented over 7 years. The project will support 
the expansion of the existing network of treated drinking water 
to include an additional 46,000 people in Siphofaneni (Lubombo 
region) and Somnotongo (Shiselweni). The sites have been 
selected based on need, social acceptability, feasibility, and 
financial and technical considerations. Good quality preliminary 
designs have been developed by the Swaziland Water Services 
Corporation (SWSC), and the estimated costs are EUR 5.3 million 
and EUR 5 million respectively. It will also ensure the drinkable 
water supplied to consumers through the water kiosks is not 
subsequently contaminated. This will be achieved by improving 
basic sanitation and hygiene. Finally, the project will provide 
capacity building to the Department of Water Affairs.

Switching to natural refrigerants in the 
manufacture of refrigeration equipment
Replacing halogenated refrigerants 

Germany’s Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature 
Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMU) has provided a grant 
of EUR 1.4 million for the project. The implementing agency, GIZ, 
has worked with a local manufacturer to replace halogenated 
refrigerants with natural, hydrocarbon-based technology that 
are less greenhouse gas intensive. The project also serves an 
industry model for energy efficiency, with new appliances 27% 
more energy efficient than those produced before completion 
of the project.

National Strategies and Reports
• Second National Communication to UNFCCC (2012)
• Establishment of National Climate Change Committee 

(2010)

Swaziland

Population:

1.4 million
GDP per capita:

USD 5,700
Annual carbon dioxide 
emissions:

1.0 Mt
Carbon dioxide emissions 
per capita:

863 kg
UNFCCC groups:

G77
Last NatComm:

2012
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Tanzania is the largest country in East Africa. The majority of 
the country has a tropical climate, with the central and northern 
zones being semi-arid. Increasing temperatures, shorter rain 
periods and declining rainfall are becoming more common 
throughout the country. Tanzania has experienced droughts, 
which have led to soil degradation and to decreased yields of 
major crops such as maize. As agriculture, including livestock, 
is the main economic sector, it means the effects of climate 
change will be felt throughout the economy. Deforestation 
is increasing due to overgrazing, wildfires and clearing for 
agriculture. The Government adopted a new National Climate 
Change Strategy in 2012. While the main objective is to 
strengthen climate resilience in Tanzania through adaptation, 
the Strategy also covers mitigation and looks at key economic 
and natural resource-based sectors such as agriculture, energy, 
industry, infrastructure, water and forestry. The Strategy is seen 
as a contribution to the sustainable development and green-
growth agenda and it complements the Five Year Development 
Plan 2011/12 to 2015/16. In a statement to UNFCCC COP 
19, President Kikwete confirmed that Tanzania had set aside 
millions of square kilometres of land as forest reserves and 
national parks for environmental management purposes.

Projects and Actions
Support to formulate a National Climate 
Change Strategy
Climate change policy development assistance

The Danish International Development Agency’s (Danida) 
Environment Sector Programme Support ran from 2007 to 2012 
and had an overall budget of DKK 180 million (approximately 
USD 32 million). As a main activity, Denmark supported the 
development of the Tanzanian National Climate Change 
Strategy (see above). In addition, Danish funding has been 
used in urban environmental management in the municipalities 
of Tanga, Mwanza, Arusha, Kigoma, Mtwara and Dodoma as 
part of the Tanzania Strategic Cities Project. Support for natural 
resources management has also been provided, for example 
to reform Tanzania’s forest administration service.

Establishment of eco-villages
GCCA projects for green development

Through the Global Climate Change Alliance (GCCA), the EU 
has supported three projects, implemented in three different 
ecosystems in Tanzania. These projects aim to increase the 
capacity of the most vulnerable communities to adapt to the 
adverse effects of climate change through sustainable use of 
natural resources. At the core of the project is the concept of 
the eco-village, it provides a model for green development, 
promoting food security, increasing resilience and the ability to 
adapt to climate change. This happens in a community-led and 
community owned manner, with great potential for replication 
in other parts of the country. The EU will continue supporting 
this approach in Tanzania through a second phase of the GCCA 
with a budget of EUR 8 million. Between four and seven new 
projects are expected to start in the second half of 2014.

Protection of mountain forests
Management, eco-tourism and reforestation

The German-funded EUR 2.2 million project offered training for 
park rangers on forest management in the context of climate 
change in the Eastern Arc Mountains. The forest management 
plan was supported, infrastructure was developed and expanded 
in protection areas, and training was provided to local people 
in beekeeping, agroforestry, reforestation and eco-tourism. 

National Strategies and Reports
• National Climate Change Strategy (2012)
• National Adaptation Programme of Action (2007)
• Initial National Communication to the UNFCCC (2003)

Tanzania

Population:

48.3 million
GDP per capita:

USD 1,600
Annual carbon dioxide 
emissions:

6.9 Mt
Carbon dioxide emissions 
per capita:

153 kg
UNFCCC groups:

G77, LDC Group
Last NatComm:

2003
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Togo is located on the Gulf of Guinea, between Ghana and 
Benin, and has an area of approximately 57,000 km2. The 
southern coastal tip of the country has a subtropical climate, 
while the northern half has a semi-arid climate influenced by 
the harmattan winds that blow in from the Sahel. The economy 
of Togo is dominated by the agricultural sector, which accounts 
for two-thirds of the country’s workforce. The dependence of 
farmers on rain-fed systems has contributed to high rates of 
economic and environmental vulnerability. The majority of 
Togo’s population lives below the poverty line, and the country 
is dependent on imported fossil fuels and electricity to meet 
its energy needs. 

The Government of Togo recognises energy, water, agriculture, 
health and coastal zone activity as being the most climate-
vulnerable sectors in the country. This vulnerability is expected 
to increase in the future, as temperatures rise and rainfall 
becomes increasingly unpredictable. In fact, Togo is already 
experiencing increased occurrences of extreme flooding, drought 
and coastal erosion. In response, Togo published its National 
Adaptation Programme of Action (NAPA) in 2009. The NAPA 
identifies several priority options for adaptation, including the 
capture of surface water by multipurpose dams, irrigation 
systems, improved agro-meteorological information, new 
cultivation techniques, early warning systems for flooding, 
disease prevention and coastal protection.

Projects and Actions
Rural electrification to South Togo
Enhancement of socio-economic activities for 
citizens in 12 towns in Southern Togo

The aim of this EUR 2.3 million project, funded under the EU 
Energy Facility, is to link 12 communities in Southern Togo to 
the electricity grid. This will provide them with an energy supply 
that will serve as a catalyst for wealth creation and poverty 
alleviation. A key task is to put in place agreements containing 
terms for the supply, construction and commissioning of the 
necessary infrastructure. The cross-border interconnection from 
Ghana is expected to provide power to over 16,000 people.

Building capacity in conducting feasibility 
and impact assessment studies
Increasing ability to develop renewable and 
energy efficiency projects

After a successful pilot project, which provided an excellent 
training environment, the Global Climate Change Alliance (GCCA) 
Climate Support Facility (CSF) was asked to carry out a three-
week training mission. This used a ‘learning by doing’ approach 
to increase the skills of the African Biofuel and Renewable 
Energy Company’s (ABREC’s) staff in designing, organising 
and implementing feasibility and impact-assessment studies. 
Although the mission intended to focus on one specific pilot 
project (light bulbs), the CSF expert analysed and commented 
on several draft feasibility studies undertaken by ABREC. As a 
result of the training, it was concluded that ABREC would need 
further support at two levels – first, an audit of its organisation 
and internal procedures for management of projects and, 
second, more technical assistance for studies and institutional 
support activities.

National Strategies and Reports
• Second National Communication to the UNFCCC (2010)
• National Adaptation Programme of Action (2009)

Togo

Population:

7.2 million
GDP per capita:

USD 1,100
Annual carbon dioxide 
emissions:

1.5 Mt
Carbon dioxide emissions 
per capita:

256 kg
UNFCCC groups:

G77, LDC Group
Last NatComm:

2010
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Located on the south Mediterranean coast, Tunisia is 
the smallest country in North Africa, with a total area of 
approximately 160,000 km2. Tunisia’s climate is temperate 
in the north along the coast, and dry and semi-arid in the 
south where it meets the Sahara desert. Tunisia’s economy is 
highly diversified, with agriculture and fisheries, industry and 
the service sector accounting for 12%, 33%, and 55% of GDP 
respectively. The combination of a strong industrial base and 
the potential for solar energy installations makes Tunisia an 
ideal location for renewable energy projects.

Tunisia is in the process of developing a National Climate 
Strategy to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and climate 
change vulnerability. The main pillar of the Strategy is the 
Tunisian Solar Plan (PST) that aims to reduce energy demand 
by 40% by 2030 and increase the share of renewable energy 
by 30% by 2030. The PST has already identified 40 projects 
for the first period of implementation (2010 to 2016). The 
PST is designed as a unilateral and internationally supported 
Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Actions (NAMAs), along with 
NAMAs in the wastewater and agriculture sectors that are 
under development in Tunisia. In January 2014, Tunisia became 
only the third country after Ecuador and Dominican Republic 
to embed the importance of addressing climate change in the 
country’s constitution.

Projects and Actions
Disseminating innovative solar thermal 
applications in industry
Mitigation using renewables

Germany, in partnership with Tunisia’s Ministry for Industry & 
Technology and the National Agency for Energy Conservation, 
is promoting greenhouse gas mitigation in Tunisian industry. 
This five-year, EUR 2.5 million GIZ-funded project, which runs 
from 2012 to 2017, will pilot the use of solar process heat in 
one of Tunisia’s large industrial firms. It will also help establish 
a national support programme for solar process heat, train 
experts and raise awareness among other industrial enterprises 
to launch further solar process heat schemes in the future.

Support for the Mediterranean Solar Plan 
and Union for the Mediterranean Initiatives 
Supporting countries in the MENA region to 
exploit domestic renewables

In 2011, GIZ launched a 4-year programme to support Tunisia, 
Algeria, Libya and Morocco in developing national political 
frameworks for the deployment of renewable energy. The 
project aims to create an enabling environment for the large-
scale deployment of technologies, such as solar power, that 
could significantly contribute to sustainable energy supply in the 
region. It also aimed to develop strategies for the participation 
of civil society and the private sector in the lifespan of large-
scale projects and strategies to maximise local value-chain 
development. This project is a precursor to the setting up of 
national renewable energy plans, such as Tunisia’s PST.

National Strategies and Reports
• Second National Communication the UNFCCC (2014)
• International Partnership on Mitigation and MRV – Tunisia

Tunisia

Population:

10.8 million
GDP per capita:

USD 9,700
Annual carbon dioxide 
emissions:

25.8 Mt
Carbon dioxide emissions 
per capita:

2,470 kg
UNFCCC groups:

G77
Last NatComm:

2014
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Uganda is a landlocked country where agriculture provides 
employment for more than 80% of the workforce and is the 
main economic sector of the country. With two rainy seasons 
a year, fertile soil and a warm, tropical climate, Uganda’s 
geographical characteristics offer great potential for agricultural 
activities. Yet, some parts of the country are vulnerable to 
severe droughts and flooding, which have the potential to 
lead to food shortages and water scarcity. During COP 19, 
Uganda highlighted that ‘extreme weather events resulting in 
landslides in the east of the country’ were now being continually 
witnessed as is ‘unending flooding in the highland ecosystem 
of the Rwenzori Mountains’. Uganda also faces a high risk 
of drought in the north of the country, which is considerably 
drier than the south.

Uganda’s Ministry of Water and Environment has established a 
Climate Change Unit, which coordinates the implementation of 
the UNFCCC, provides a platform on climate risk management 
and notifies farmers of weather projections. The country’s 
National Climate Change Policy aims to enhance resilience 
of ecosystems to the challenges posed by climate change, to 
increase public awareness of climate change and put in place 
an enhanced institutional framework to address climate change. 
The Government has recently developed 40 climate change-
related Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Actions (NAMAs) 
with priority NAMAs in the agriculture, energy, transport and 
waste sectors.

Projects and Actions
Global Climate Change Alliance (GCCA) in 
Uganda 
Strengthening adaptation to climate change

The GCCA and the Republic of Ireland have allocated EUR 11 
million for the sustainable improvement of livelihoods and food 
security in rural Uganda. This programme aims to strengthen 
the resilience of rural communities and reduce vulnerability in 
the agriculture and water sectors, which have been identified as 
being particularly vulnerable to drought and climate variability. 
The programme also aims to build the capacity of communities, 
commercial farmers and the Government of Uganda to respond 
to climate change. It will run from 2012 to 2016.

Low Emission Capacity Building Programme 
(LECBP)
GHG inventories, NAMAs and MRV systems

The LECBP has three main planned outputs in Uganda. Firstly, 
development of a robust national system for the preparation 
of GHG emission inventories to be established at national level. 
Secondly, NAMAs formulated within the context of national 
development priorities. Thirdly, the design of monitoring and 
reporting systems to support identified NAMAs that are linked 
to the GHG inventory system being developed. The project 
activities to deliver the outputs run from 2011 to 2014 and are 
implemented in collaboration with the Ministry of Water and 
Environment, National Climate Change Unit and the National 
Environment Management Authority.

National Strategies and Reports
• National Climate Change Policy (2013)
• National Development Plan (2010)
• National Adaptation Programme of Action (2007)
• National Communication to the UNFCCC (2002)

Uganda

Population:

34.8 million
GDP per capita:

USD 1,400
Annual carbon dioxide 
emissions:

3.8 Mt
Carbon dioxide emissions 
per capita:

113 kg
UNFCCC groups:

G77, LDC Group
Last NatComm:

2002
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Zambia is landlocked and shares boundaries with eight other 
countries. It has a sub-tropical climate with three distinct 
seasons – a hot, dry season; a cool, dry season; and a rainy 
season. In recent decades, the country has experienced a number 
of environmental hazards, including drought, seasonal floods, 
flash floods, extreme temperatures and dry spells. Droughts and 
flooding, in particular, have increased in frequency, intensity 
and magnitude over the last 25 years and have adversely 
impacted food and water security, water quality, energy and 
the sustainable livelihoods of rural communities.

Zambia’s National Climate Change Response Strategy is 
being developed and will provide a cross-cutting policy and 
institutional framework from which to develop a central climate 
change policy. In the meantime, climate change policy and 
programmes have been incorporated into the Sixth National 
Development Plan (2011 to 2015), with emphasis on the 
agriculture, energy and transport sectors. At COP 19 in Warsaw, 
the Zambian delegation also emphasised the importance of 
forests in mitigating emissions from land-use change. The 
Ministry of Tourism, Environment and Natural Resources has 
been designated as the national focal point for forestry and 
REDD+ projects.

Projects and Actions
Conservation of the Miombo Dry Forest 
through improved management 
Forestry Conservation Project 

The purpose of this German-funded project was to help set up 
the West Lunga National Park in Zambia and new protected 
areas surrounding it. Project partners also carried out measures 
to prevent and control forest fires, which have been an 
increasing risk in the dry evergreen forests due to decreasing 
rainfall that has been attributed to climate change. The main 
results of the project were the establishment of protected 
areas, increases in annual carbon sequestration and provision 
of infrastructure for protected areas. The project ran from 2008 
to 2010 and was funded by a EUR 2.1 million grant from the 
German International Climate Initiative.

Low Emission Capacity Building Programme 
(LECBP) in Zambia
Targeting the energy, waste, agriculture and 
industrial sectors

The LECBP aims to support and implement low-emission, 
climate-resilient development, and to strengthen the country’s 
capacity to address the challenge of climate change. In Zambia, 
the LECBP Implementing Agency is the Ministry of Lands, 
Natural Resources and Environmental Protection, and the 
programme’s timeframe is 2011 to 2014. Planned outputs of 
the project are: the design of a sustainable national greenhouse 
gas inventory management system; up to four Nationally 
Appropriate Mitigation Actions (NAMAs) developed in the energy, 
agriculture, industrial, and waste management sectors; and 
monitoring, reporting and verification (MRV) systems designed 
to support implementation and evaluation of NAMAs.

National Strategies and Reports
• National Adaptation Programme of Action (2007)
• Initial National Communication to the UNFCCC (2004)

Zambia

Population:

14.2 million 
GDP per capita:

USD 1,700
Annual carbon dioxide 
emissions:

2.4 Mt
Carbon dioxide emissions 
per capita:

186 kg
UNFCCC groups:

G77, LDC Group
Last NatComm:

2004
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Zimbabwe is landlocked and bordered by the Zambezi River 
to the south and the Limpopo River to the north. The climate 
in Zimbabwe is sub-tropical, with variable rainfall across the 
country’s central plateau and eastern highlands, and a mean 
annual temperature of 18°C. Zimbabwe’s main vulnerability 
to climate change lies in the agricultural sector. Agriculture 
accounts for 66% of formal employment in Zimbabwe, 
contributing approximately 15% of GDP. Yet, mean annual 
rainfall has declined by 5% over the second half of the 20th 
century and temperatures in Zimbabwe are expected to rise 
faster than the global average – leading to further strain 
on water resources for agriculture, rangelands, biodiversity 
and human consumption. Speaking at COP 19 in Warsaw, 
Zimbabwe’s Minister of Environment, Water and Climate, the 
Honourable Saviour Kasukuwere, said that such trends will 
“hamper my country’s efforts to achieve the objectives of the 
Millennium Development Goals”.

In 2013, Zimbabwe outlined its National Climate Change 
Response Strategy which aims to build a ‘climate change 
resilient nation’ through targeted actions. These include plans 
for adaptation action and disaster risk management, mitigation 
and low-carbon development, capacity building, governance, 
finance and investment, technology development and transfer, 
and communication strategies.

Projects and Actions
Increasing resilience to climate change – 
local plants for local people
Hilfswerk Austria International (HAI) and 
ECHO

Maize is the staple crop in Zimbabwe’s Nyanga district, but 
increased rainfall variability and more frequent droughts have 
led to reductions in yields for Nyanga’s farmers. HAI is working 
with vulnerable communities to build resilience to climate 
change through the promotion of crop diversification. The 
project has supported the establishment of 50 communal 
gardens that serve as teaching grounds to promote experience 
sharing and best practice. Overall, the project is working with 
5,000 people in 10 rural villages in Nyanga.

Community managed micro hydropower in 
Southern Africa
Renewable energy

Less than a quarter of the population in rural areas of 
Zimbabwe have access to electricity. This hinders delivery of 
socio-economic services, such as health and education, and 
limits economic activities. To change this situation, the project 
aims to develop viable models for producing and delivering 
electricity through micro hydropower systems. The European 
Union has contributed 75% of the EUR 1.6 million budget 
that has the objectives of adapting and applying community-
based models in establishing micro hydropower systems in 
Zimbabwe, Malawi and Mozambique. The project ran from 2008 
to 2012 and among its achievements was the development of 
a tariff calculator that was designed and adopted by the Rural 
Electrification Agency in Zimbabwe.

National Strategies and Reports
• National Climate Change Response Strategy (2013)
• Second National Communication to the UNFCCC (2013)

Zimbabwe

Population:

13.2 million
GDP per capita:

USD 600
Annual carbon dioxide 
emissions:

9.4 Mt
Carbon dioxide emissions 
per capita:

750 kg
UNFCCC groups:

G77
Last NatComm:

2013
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The Global Climate Change Alliance (GCCA) 
Multi-donor programme

The GCCA, an EU initiative, was launched in 2007 and is 
coordinated by the European Union. It aims to strengthen 
dialogue and cooperation on climate change with developing 
countries most vulnerable to climate change, and to support 
their efforts to develop and implement adaptation and 
mitigation responses. It focuses on the least developed 
countries and small island development states. These countries 
have contributed the least to greenhouse gas emissions, but 
are often the most affected by climate change and have limited 
resources to address the related challenges. The GCCA is a 
global alliance, involving a wide range of partners across the 
world with a focus on helping the most vulnerable developing 
countries to more effectively address the challenges associated 
with climate change.

The Great Green Wall for the Sahara and the 
Sahel Initiative
Multi-donor programme

The Great Green Wall for the Sahara and the Sahel Initiative 
(GGWSSI), launched by African Union Commission (AUC) in 
2007, is a unique programme focusing on the Saharan and 
Sahelian dry land ecosystems and the reduction of local 
communities’ vulnerability to climate change, climate variability, 
land degradation and drought. Following the adoption of a 
Regional Harmonised Strategy in 2013, the AUC works with 
13 African countries* on developing national GGWSSI actions 
plans and project portfolios at country and cross-border levels 
supporting sustainable, income-generating land management 
practices targeting adaptation to and mitigation of climate 
change, biodiversity conservation and livelihood improvement. 
This is done in collaboration with the EU, the United Nations 
Organization for Food and Agriculture, the Global Mechanism 
of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 
and other partners. 

The results achieved with support from the European Union 
funded project (EUR 1.4 million contribution) were:

• Translation of the Regional Harmonized Strategy into a 
regional capacity building program and communication plan

• Development of a platform for knowledge management, 
experience-sharing and dissemination of best practices

• Development and endorsement of National GGWSSI Action 
Plans in several countries

• Start of field action in several countries aiming to transform 
degraded lands into productive landscapes.

Further support is foreseen in the EU budget 2014-2020.

*  Partner countries: Algeria, Burkina Faso, Chad, Djibouti, Egypt, 
Ethiopia, Gambia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal 
and Sudan.

Adaptation for Smallholder Agriculture 
Programme (ASAP)
Multi-donor programme

Smallholder farmers are often the most vulnerable group 
affected by the adverse effects of climate change. Responding 
to this challenge, the International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD) set up ASAP in 2012. It is a 5-year multi-
donor programme. Donors include Canada, Belgium, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, Finland and the UK. 
Investments are aimed at a variety of areas including in small-
scale water harvesting, providing farmers with improved seeds 
that are drought tolerant and helping them access markets. 
ASAP won a 2013 Momentum for Change Lighthouse Activities 
award. This was announced by Ban Ki-moon during COP 19 in 
Warsaw. The award recognised IFAD’s innovative work in using 
climate finance to support adaptation activities to deliver social 
and economic benefits to smallholder farmers.

The Low Emission Capacity Building 
Programme (LECBP)
Multi-donor programme

The Low Emission Capacity Building Programme is supporting 
25 countries around the world, of which eight are in Africa.
The programme aims to enhance the capacity of the public 
and private sectors to scale-up mitigation action through the 
development of Low Emission Development Strategies (LEDS), 
Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Actions (NAMAs) and the 
strengthening of the underlying systems for measurement, 
reporting and verification (MRV) and national greenhouse gas 
inventories. LECBP is supported by the European Commission, 
Germany and Australia. 

European Union and Member State  
Funded Regional Projects
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Climate-Smart Agriculture (CSA)
EU and UN Food and Agriculture Organisation

The project, which is supported by co-financing from the EU of 
EUR 3.3 million and EUR 2 million from the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation of the UN, is implemented in three countries – 
Vietnam, Malawi and Zambia. The timeframe for the project 
is 2012 to 2015. The four main objectives are to: 

• Provide an evidence base for identifying, developing and 
implementing practices, policies and investments for CSA

• Develop a country-owned strategic framework to guide 
action and investment on CSA

• Formulate CSA investment proposals and identify possible 
financing sources

• Build capacity to plan, implement and finance CSA. 

To achieve these objectives, the project supports research and 
policy activities, and collaboration with international research 
and policy institutions including the CGIAR Research Program 
on Climate Change, Agriculture and Food Security (CCAFS).

Building Resilience and Adaptation to Climate 
Extremes and Disasters (BRACED)
UK DFID

BRACED plans to build the resilience of over 5 million people to 
extreme weather events. It has a strong focus on empowering 
women to reduce their vulnerability to the impacts of extreme 
weather. By helping improve national policies and institutions 
to better integrate disaster risk reduction and adaptation, the 
programme is expected to indirectly help millions more people. 
BRACED is supporting a consortia led by a non-governmental 
organisation (NGO) to scale-up action in the Sahel, Burma, 
Ethiopia, Kenya, Mozambique, Nepal, Pakistan and Uganda. 
This is the largest global initiative between NGOs, the private 
sector, and research and local organisations that aims to deliver 
results at scale and learn what works best.

Energy and Environment Partnership 
programme
UK DFID

The Energy and Environment Partnership (EEP) programme with 
Southern and East Africa aims to support increased access 
to modern, clean, affordable and reliable energy services, 
and supports the take-up of renewable energy and energy 
efficiency. The UK Government provided GBP 4.5 million of fast 
start finance between 2010 to 2012 to the EEP programme, 
which operates through partnerships with the governments 
of: Botswana, Burundi, Kenya, Lesotho, Mozambique, Namibia, 
Rwanda, Seychelles, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda 
and Zambia.

Engaging banks in financing energy transition 
projects in East Africa
AFD as lead financier

The French Agency for Development (AFD) has extended 
environmental credit lines to two local banks in Kenya (USD 
39 million) for the financing of selected renewable energy 
and energy efficiency investments. The aim is to achieve the 
diversification of energy resources in the East African region 
and, thus, help the region’s transition towards renewable energy 
solutions that are technically, economically and financially 
viable. Similar facilities will be negotiated in other countries 
in the region. The target investments are mainly projects of 
a maximum of USD 13 million in hydroelectricity, biomass, 
biogas, solar and wind power.

Sustainable forest management in the Congo 
and Amazon basins
French Global Environment Facility

The EUR 3.3 million project, (EUR 1.2 million co-financed by 
the French Global Environment Facility), aims to preserve the 
biodiversity of the Congo and Amazon forest basins. As a 
result of the project, carbon dioxide emissions will be curbed 
by preventing deforestation and degradation. Furthermore, 
the project will promote the integration of sustainable public 
forest policies into the future REDD mechanism, notably by 
encouraging exchanges of experience between the two regions.
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calling 00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11 (freephone number from anywhere in the EU) (*).

(*) The information given is free, as are most calls (though some operators, phone boxes or hotels may charge you).

Priced publications:
• via EU Bookshop (http://bookshop.europa.eu).

Priced subscriptions:
• via one of the sales agents of the Publications Office of the European Union (http://publications.europa.eu/others/agents/index_en.htm).
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