Dr. V. Lakshmikantham Endowed Scholarship

The Dr. V. Lakshmikantham Endowed Scholarship was estab-
lished in 1998 to provide financial assistance to mathematics majors
at Florida Institute of Technology. These scholarships allow deserving
undergraduate students to receive a strong mathematical education
at one of the southeast’s premier technological universities. Scholar-
ship recipients have continued on to graduate studies at prestigious
universities, including Harvard University & Berkeley, while others are
pursuing careers in various aspects of mathematics. Your contribu-
tion will ensure that Florida Tech can continue to provide out-
standing mathematical scholars with valuable financial support.

Here Is My Tax Deductible* Gift Of $ To Be Used For The
Dr. Lak Endowed Scholarship (*Florida Tech is a 501(3)(c) Tax-Exempt Institution)

O My Check Made Payable To Florida Tech is Enclosed.

O Charge My Gift To My Credit Card
OVISA  OMastercard  OAmerican Express  CDiscover

Card Number Expiration Date

Flease Frint Name As It Appears On Card CV Number*

Signature *Located on back of card, needed for VISA and My/C
O Address

Narme College/Year

Home Address

City 7

Home Telephone Business lelephone

Email Address Fax Number
O 1 Wish No Honor Roll Listing.
O My Gift Qualifies for Matching Funds From:
PLEASE MAIL THIS FORM TO:

Florida Institute of Technology

Office of Development, ¢c/o Dr. Lak Scholarship
150 West University Blvd, Melbourne, FL 32901 USA

Florida Institute of Technology COLLEGE OF SCIENCE

Department of Mathematical Sciences PH (321) 674-8091
150 West University Bivd FAX (321) 674-7412
Melbourne, FL 32901 math@fit.edu = http:;//cos.fit.edu/math
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Dr. V. Lakshmikantham

Until he was 13 years of age, Lakshmikantham did not have any '

formal schooling. At the age of 13, he went to his uncle who

worked in a city. By his own effort, he learned English and
mathematics and joined high school. After completing 2 years of

university education, he took a job in a bank, where he served for 5 years. At
this time, India became independent. One large kingdom was Nizam State
with the capital Hyderabad. Lakshmikantham learned that in that state, if one
worked for 2 years in any job, one gets study leave. Since he was anxious to
study further, he left the job at the bank and took a lower paying storekeeper’s
Jjob in the Biology Department of Osmania University. Fortunately, in a few
months, he got a position of Laboratory Assistant in the Chemistry Department.
He managed to get approval which permits any employee to independently
study for any degree while working. Using this option, Lakshmikantham corm-
pleted Bachelor and Masters degrees successfully. He then proceeded to work
for his Ph.D. degree. He did not know in which area of mathematics to work
and so Lakshmikantham perused different mathematical journals in the library.
He decided to work in differential equations. A crucial moment was his discov-
ery of a new phenomenon in convergence for differential equations. He read
one of Auriel Wintner's articles. His direct communication with Professor Wint-
ner encouraged Lakshmikantham and lead him to his first paper which ap-
peared in the Proceedings of the American Mathematical Society, in 1957. In
this paper, truly significant progress on convergence criteria was made.  In
1960, Lakshmikantham came to UCLA where he pursued work on differential
inequalities and Lyapunov stability. He then spent one year each at MRC, Unk-
versity of Wisconsin, Madison, RIAS, Baltimore, and University of Calgary.
Lakshmikantham was very active and published several papers on differential
equations with delay, abstract differential equations, parabolic differential equa-
tions and popularized the method of vector Lyapunov functions. He then took
the position of Head and Professor of the Mathematics Department, at Marath-
wada University in India. He returned to the USA to assume the position of
Head and Professor at the University of Rhode Island in 1966. He then went
with similar status to the University of Texas at Arlington in 1973 and finally to
Florida Institute of Technology, in 1989. As a scientific administrator, Lakshmi-
kantham has excelled in building solid academic and research programs at all
four institutions. He took new or floundering programs and built them into
recognized programs. As a teacher, a researcher, an administrator and a scien-
tific citizen, Lakshmikantham is outstanding. His work ethic is contagious. His
scientific interests are extremely broad and his scientific production is volumi-
nous. Lakshmikantham has authored or co-authored over 400 books, mono-
graphs and research articles. In 1991, he established the International Federa-
tion of Nonlinear Analysts (IFNA) that has become a central organization of
world activities in the area of Nonlinear Analysis and interdisciplinary mathe-
matics.  In 1992, Lakshmikantham organized the first World Congress of
Nonlinear Analysts held in Tampa, FL, followed by four more congresses in
Athens (1996), Sicily (2000) and Orlando (2004, 2008).
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